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which owes its original, if I am not very much mistaken, to our party divisions.
There is a particular maxim among parties, which alone is sufficient to corrupt a whole nation, which is, to countenance and protect the most infamous fellows who happen to herd amongst them. There is no man, let his private character be ever so scandalous, that can be of some use to serve a turn, but immediately grows to be a man of consequence with his party.
It is something shocking to common sense, to see the man of honour and the knave, the man of parts and the blockhead, put upon an equal foot, which is often the case amongst parties. In the struggles that happen about elections, when some candidate of a fair character has been set up on one side, how often have you seen the most abandoned knave of the other party put up to oppose him, and both supported with squal zeal I Parties will always find something or Dther, in the worst of men, to reconcile them to the Dbnoxious parts of their characters. He that has sense enough to distinguish right from wrong can make a noise ; nay, the less sense the more obstinacy, sspecially in a bad cause; and the greater knave, the nore obedient to his leaders, especially when they are olaying the rogue. These are the best tools; and such ire the qualities necessary for putting in execution Jie bad measures which the corrupt leaders of parties utend to carry on, if they are uppermost.
Party zeal changes the name of things; black is ivhite, vice is virtue, a bribe in an office is called a Derquisite, and the most studied and concerted fraud, .hat can enter into the head of the most thorough-meed knave, shall be voted a little negligence. In